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Robert E. Brackett serves as Senior Vice President and Chief Science and Regulatory Officer at
the Grocery Manufacturer’s Association (GMA). GMA represents the world’s leading food,
beverage and consumer products companies. The Association promotes sound public policy,
champions initiatives that increase productivity and growth and helps to protect the safety and
security of the food supply through scientific excellence. Dr. Brackett oversees all of the
association’s scientific and regulatory activity, including the operation of its in-house food safety
laboratory. ' '

Prior to coming to GMA, Dr. Brackett served in various positions within the U.S Food and Drug
Administration’s Center for Food Safety and Applied Nutrition, eventually attaining the position
of Center Director. As Center Director, he provided executive leadership to the Center’s
development and implementation of programs and policies relative to the composition, quality,
safety, and labeling of foods, food and color additives, dietary supplements and cosmetics

From 1994 until 2000, Dr Brackett served as Professor of Food Science and Technology in the
Center for Food Safety at the University of Georgia, where he was an active researcher in the
area of food microbiology, specializing in microbiological safety of foods Dr. Brackett has also
served on the faculty of North Carolina State University where he held the title of Extension
Food Safety Specialist and Assistant Professor. Dr. Brackett received his B.S. in bacteriology
and his M.S. and Ph.D. in food microbiology, all from the University of Wisconsin-Madison.

Dr. Brackett has served elected leadership positions in several professional associations, and is a
Fellow of the American Academy of Microbiology and the International Association for Food
Protection. He is also the recipient of numerous professional awards and serves on the Advisory
Boards of the National Center for Food Protection and Defense, and the National Center for
Food Safety and Technology. '



